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Abstract: Under the background of building a strong higher education country to serve the construction of a
modern industrial system, strengthening application-oriented undergraduate universities implies that China’ s
application-oriented higher education must shift towards an intensive development path. How to enhance the
resonance effect between regional higher education and industrial structure through the construction of higher-level
application-oriented universities in the local ecological system has become a core issue. From the perspective of
symbiosis theory, strengthening such universities faces three practical demands: symbiotic units that consolidate
value consensus, symbiotic environments that create positive incentives, and symbiotic models that construct
characteristic applications. Local governments should explore symbiotic units, give full play to the main role,
improve the symbiotic environment, stimulate exogenous impetus, optimize the symbiotic model, and firmly
establish regional characteristics, therefore helping application-oriented higher education step out of the “ivory

tower” in the era of knowledge economy and become the “power station” for the integrated development of
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regional education, science and technology, and talent.

Keywords: application-oriented universities ; classified reform of university ; symbiosis theory ; city-based industry-
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